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FACT SHEET:

Camp Fire USA Orange County Council

WHO:

Camp Fire USA Orange County Council
Chartered in 1956, in its early years, the Council offered Blue Birds and Camp Fire Girls programs. Today, Camp Fire USA is one of the nation’s leading co-ed youth development organizations serving elementary, middle school, and high school youth, and families. 

WHAT:
Camp Fire USA Orange County Council is an all-inclusive organization helping youth become better stewards of their communities, their world and themselves.



5,000,000: The number of program hours of services provided by CFUSA OC

        in 2008-2009..



       4,500: The number of children, youth, and parents served by CFUSA OC




        in 2008-2009.


MISSION:
Camp Fire USA builds caring, confident youth and future leaders.

WHERE:
Headquartered in Santa Ana, CA, the OC Council serves 25 cities in Orange County:

Anaheim

Garden Grove


Lake Forest

Placentia

Corona del Mar
Huntington Beach

La Palma

Rancho Santa Marg.

Costa Mesa

Irvine



Los Alamitos

San Clemente

Cypress

Ladera Ranch


Mission Viejo

San Juan Capistrano

Fullerton

Laguna Hills


Newport Beach
Santa Ana

Fountain Valley
Laguna Niguel


Orange


Tustin










Yorba Linda

  Over 80: Churches, Schools, Community Centers, Youth-Serving agencies who partner   

      with CFUSA OC to offer programs

PROGRAMS:




A Gift of Giving

This service-learning program supports youth in identifying a real need in their community through initiating, planning, and completing their service project. Past projects have included feeding the homeless, graffiti removal, visiting local senior centers, gleaning, clothing and food drives, social awareness events and mentoring young children. Implemented throughout the County in elementary and high school grades.
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After-School Connection

ASC is a free program providing safe and structured after-school programming to more than 1,300 at-risk elementary and middle school students on a daily basis. The program includes homework assistance, curriculum-based enrichment instruction, and structured recreation. Enrichment Club themes, which rotate every five weeks and are chosen by students, include the arts, character and life skills education, CollegeBound, sports, cooking, gardening, and other opportunities. To date, ASC is offered in the Tustin Unified School and Orange Unified School Districts, and at Oak View Family Resource Center in Huntington Beach after school and weekends.

ASSETs
During intercessions, weekends, and before and after school at the high school level, Camp Fire USA offers a variety of programs which include CAHSEE (California High School Exit Exam) test prep, extended library hours, peer tutoring/mentoring, multimedia technology, workforce development, and dance and arts.

Money Smart for Youth

Camp Fire USA Orange County Council was selected by the FDIC as the only Orange County youth development organization to implement its curriculum about fiscal responsibility. Started in 2008, Money Smart participants (middle and high school) learn to balance checkbooks, analyze account options, monitor account interest and charges, credit card pros and cons, and how to save money through an interactive hands-on program taught by trained staff and enrollment fee.

Sharing Health Adolescent and Parent Experiences (SHAPE)

An innovative program designed for parents and their children, ages 9-16 years of age, SHAPE empowers parents to talk confidently with their child(ren) about the values of human sexuality. The age-appropriate program supports youth in developing the awareness, attitudes, and skills to deal responsibly with their sexuality and social pressures. SHAPE is offered in English and Spanish with a nominal registration fee.

Special Sitters

United Cerebral Palsy of Orange County has teamed up with Camp Fire USA Orange County Council to create a unique babysitting program for Orange County. Special Sitters are trained teenagers who care for children with special needs or developmental disabilities (Downs syndrome, cerebral palsy, autism). Participants learn communications skills, CPR, first aid and provide a much-needed break for parents.

-more-
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Day Camps & Camping

Day camp programs provide a broad range of learning opportunities through weekly themed activities for elementary and middle school students. Camp TaTaPochon, located in the San Bernardino Mountains, is the Orange County Council’s scholarship residential summer camp program focusing specifically on the emotional and social needs of at-risk middle school youth as well as outdoor education.

AWARDS: 

Family Strengthening Award

Camp Fire USA Orange County Council is one of only three Camp Fire councils nationwide to receive the annual Annie E. Casey Foundation/Camp Fire USA Families Count: Family Strengthening Award for exemplary practice in family strengthening. Awarded November 2009, Council awardees exemplify a guiding principle of the Annie E. Casey Foundation that “children do well when their families do well, and families do better when they live in supportive communities.”

Centennial Charter Award

In honor of Camp Fire USA’s centennial in 2010, Camp Fire USA Orange County Council was awarded a commemorative 100-year crystal charter. Fifty councils of the 84 nationwide received crystal-engraved charters in November 2009. Etched in crystal, the charters reflect the organization’s rich 100-year history of service with traditional Camp Fire symbols representing the value of work, service to others, and an appreciation for the environment.    

CENTENNIAL:


Camp Fire USA will mark its centennial in 2010 through several events. One is the 14th Annual Absolutely Incredible Kid Day® held in March in which parents and other adults write letters of support, love, and encouragement to children and youth in their lives. The keystone Centennial event will be a commemorative national campfire by councils throughout the United States July 31st done simultaneously across every time zone at precisely 7:30p.m. To view “100 Year Celebration” video (4:19), visit www.campfireusa.org. 

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY:


Camp Fire USA is the national philanthropy of Gamma Phi Beta, an international sorority with alum and collegiate chapters throughout the United States. In Orange County, both alum and collegiate chapters from California State University, Fullerton; Chapman University; and University of California, Irvine serve and volunteer year-round at various Orange County Council events and fund raisers.

-more-
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NOTABLE ALUMNI

Shirley Temple Black, Child Actress, U.S. Ambassador to Czechoslovakia (1989) and Ghana (1974)

Linda Carter, Actress

Beverly Cleary, Author

Dianne Feinstein, U.S. Senator (California)

Sally Jewell, President & CEO, REI

Lady Bird Johnson, First Lady of the United States (1963-1969)

Gladys Knight, Singer

Jessica Lange, Actress

Ann Richards, former Governor of Texas (1991-1995)

Dinah Shore, Singer and Actress

Kristi Yamaguchi, Figure Skater & U.S. Olympic Gold Medalist (1992)

WEB:

www.campfireusaoc.org
MEDIA CONTACT:

Ericka Waidley, CEO


Camp Fire USA Orange County Council
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